his irregular work and Mr. Blankenship concurred in that deci-
sion. Mr. Blankenship confirmed that the sole reason for
Mr. Poole's discharge was "because he wouldn't work" and had
missed so many days and was late for work.  He confirmed that
Mr. Poole was having marital problems, and that he took this
into consideration (Tr. 182).

Mr. Blankenship stated that when Mr. Cox failed to come
to work on Saturday, May 11, 1985, Mp. Jackson filled in for
him and ran the scoop that day.  Mr. Blankenship heard about
the telephone call from Mr. Pleasants to Mr. Jackson, but had
gone home and was not a party to that conversation (Tr. 183).
He learned of Mr. Cox's discharge from Mr. Jackson later that
day when Mr. Cox telephoned him at his home asking for a meet-
ing with the six mine owners. Mr. Blankenship stated 'that he
informed Mr. Cox that he did not know he had been fired, but
would try to find out what happened, and Mr. Cox never called
back (Tr. 184).

Mr. Blankenship stated that after Mr. Cox called him, he
spoke with Mr. Jackson later that Saturday evening, and
Mr. Jackson informed him that Mr. Cox had called Mr. Pleasants
and "made some threats as far as our company, and he'd dis-
charged him" (Tr. 185). Mr. Blankenship confirmed that
Mr. Jackson had previously advised his personnel that Brooks
Run Coal Company is independent from the respondent's company
and had nothing 'to do with its management.  Mr. Jackson also
told his personnel that if anyone contacted or complained to
Brooks< Run about wages or other company matters, he would dis-
charge them (Tr. 185). Mr. Blankenship stated that everyone,
including Mr. Poole and Mr. Cox knew about Mr. Jackson's
policy, and the fact that he, and not Brooks Run, made company
policy for the respondent (Tr. 186).

Mr. Blankenship stated that he was at the mine when
Mr. Poole and Mr. Cox came to the mine on Monday, May 13,
1985. They were in the lamphouse getting dressed, and he told
Mr. Cox "to get his coveralls on and let's go to work and he
said he was fired. And I just put my clothes on and he went
out"((Tr. 186).  Mr. Blankenship stated that he thought "maybe
it might blow over," but that the decision of Mr. Jackson to
discharge Mr. Cox apparently stood and that he was going to
enforce it (Tr. 187). Mr. Blankenship denied that he had any
imput into the decision to fire Mr. Cox, and that the decision
was solely that of Mr. Jackson.  When asked the reason given
by Jackson for firing Mr. Cox, Mr. Blankenship responded as
follows (Tr. 187-188):

464kson consulted with him before placing the call, and
